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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 July 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 15-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Albrecht (3,950,113). 

In figures 1-3, Albrecht teaches a turbine blade, comprising: a blade leaf 1 1 
arranged along a blade axis having a blade tip (not numbered), a root opposite the tip 
12, a suction side and a pressure side (not numbered); a platform region 15 arranged at 
the root of the blade leaf; and a platform arranged at the platform region having a width 
and extending transversely with respect to the blade axis and partially formed by a first 
sheet metal component 24 secured to a first abutment 15 arranged on the blade leaf 
such that the first sheet metal component 24 forms a seal when installed between the 
first abutment 15 and a second abutment arranged on an adjacent turbine blade. (See 
column 2, lines 30-68), column 4, lines 1-7). 

Prior Art 

Prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure and consist of three patents. 
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Penny (3,389,889) is cited to show a turbine blade, comprising: a blade leaf 
arranged along a blade axis having a blade tip, a root opposite the tip, a suction side 
and a pressure side; a platform region arranged at the root of the blade leaf; and a 
platform arranged at the platform region having a width and extending transversely with 
respect to the blade axis and partially formed by a first sheet metal component secured 
to a first abutment arranged on the blade leaf but fails to teach the first sheet metal 
component forms a seal when installed between the first abutment and a second 
abutment arranged on an adjacent turbine blade. 

Hallinger (4,457,668) is cited to show a turbine blade, comprising: a blade leaf 
arranged along a blade axis having a blade tip, a root opposite the tip, a suction side 
and a pressure side; a platform region arranged at the root of the blade leaf; and a 
platform arranged at the platform region having a width and extending transversely with 
respect to the blade axis but fails to teach a first sheet metal component secured to a 
first abutment arranged on the blade leaf such that the first sheet metal component 
forms a seal when installed between the first abutment and a second abutment 
arranged on an adjacent turbine blade. 

Simonetti et al. (6,398,499) is cited to show a turbine blade, comprising: a blade 
leaf arranged along a blade axis having a blade tip, a root opposite the tip, a suction 
side and a pressure side; a platform region arranged at the root of the blade leaf; and a 
platform arranged at the platform region having a width and extending transversely with 
respect to the blade axis but fails to teach a first sheet metal component secured to a 
first abutment arranged on the blade leaf such that the first sheet metal component 
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forms a seal when installed between the first abutment and a second abutment 
arranged on an adjacent turbine blade. 

Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Kershteyn whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4817. The examiner can be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look, can be reached on (571)272-4820. The fax number is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 

(703) 308 0861 . 

/Igor Kershteyn/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3745 



